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march past, they saw also the Maharaja sweep
by full gallop at the head of his cavalry in a
thunderous charge, and he is eager to come
to the help of England in any war that may
break out. The sham fight that followed was
reminiscent of the time in China when so many
of the Indian Princes sent forces to join the
allies. It represented an engagement between
the state troops and the Chinese, and ended
in the storming and destruction of a fort.
Some of the Maharaja's military ardour must
have infected the Maharani and the ladies of
the court, for they managed to see the fight,
though their seats were arranged apart so that
the " purdah " should be strictly observed.
Education as well as defence is cared for by
the Maharaja Scindia, and the Prince inspected
two fine colleges established for the sons of
the Sirdars of this well-managed Mahratta
State. When the various inspections were
over the Prince had a little of his favourite
sport, and shot a fine tiger.
So the days of the visit passed until the
blessed Christmas Feast drew near. It had
been arranged that Christmas Day should be
spent in Gwalior, perhaps because the Royal
party felt they were among friends. The
Princess of Wales prepared a tree for the
children there, and Indian and Anglo-Saxon